[image: image1.jpg]SEATTLE
CENTRAL



TO:  

Seattle Central college community: Students, faculty and staff

FROM: 

Dr. Mildred W. Ollée, President

SUBJECT: 
SPRING COURSE REDUCTIONS
There is much discussion surrounding course reductions we have made for spring quarter. Nobody wants to cut courses or limit student access, completion, and success. We all remain committed to those values and our mission.


As we are aware, there is a national, state, and local budget crisis. While higher education (and community colleges in particular) has not been impacted as severely as other sectors of the economy, Seattle Central is beginning to feel the effects of Washington’s $8.5 billion deficit.  This harsh economic environment has forced us to confront some difficult realities and pressures.

A brief financial overview:

· Seattle Central must reduce its 2008-2009 supplemental budget by $1,056,000. This reduction will likely grow before the end of this fiscal year. 

· We must cut 6.5 percent and likely 10 percent (or $2,286,775) from our 2009-2011 budget. These are permanent cuts. 

We have employed a number of methods to meet our budget obligation for 2008-09. We’ve taken $500,000 from our reserves, have cut vacant positions, and used lapsed salaries. We also cut $200,000 from instruction. These instructional cuts have been the source of deliberate controversy and misinformation. The following is my summary of four key points regarding our course reductions. 

1. Of approximately 1,000 sections offered this spring, Seattle Central reduced class offerings by about 40 sections. Twenty-four were academic sections, 13 were basic skills sections. Course reductions included broad areas of the college. The following are the academic sections that were not offered: 

ASL&  122  01   
ASL II

FRCH& 123  03   
FRENCH III

JAPN& 123  02   
JAPANESE III

SPAN& 123  01   
SPANISH III

SPAN& 123  02   
SPANISH III

SPAN& 123  08   
SPANISH III

ART&  100  01   
ART APPRECIA

ART   105  01 I
S/S MODERN

ENGL& 101  08   
ENGLISH COMP

ENGL  270  OL   
BEAT GENERAT

MUSC  100  01   
MUSIC IN WES

MUSC  126  01   
BEGINNING GR

MUSC  126  05   
BEGINNING GR

MUSC  126  06   
BEGINNING GR

PHIL& 101  01   
INTRO TO PHI

PHIL& 106  01   
INTRO TO LOG

MATH  170  01  
MATH/ELEM SC

PHYS& 122  01   
Q-GENERAL PH

ANTH& 204  01   
ARCHAEOLOGY

POLS  112  01   
THE CONTEMPO

NUR   113  06   
NURSING PRAC

DHY   248  01   
APPLIED PRAC

MUSC  204  OL   
HISTORY OF J

HEA   125  11   
HEALTH AND W

The vice president of instruction and our deans utilized a set of criteria to determine which classes would not be offered. The criteria are the same that are used each quarter. 

Course Criteria:
1. Is the course “core” or required for a program?
2. Could the course be merged into another course?

3. Does the course have sufficient enrollment?

2. Great care was taken to ensure that course reductions impacted the fewest number of students and faculty possible.

In fact, of the 24 sections that were not offered, all but nine had alternative sections available to students. Of the nine courses, four were not offered last spring. The nine not offered are

SURVEY OF MODERN ART   


BEAT GENERATION WRITERS

MUSIC IN WESTERN WORLDS 



MATH FOR ELEMENTARY TEACHERS 

GENERAL PHYSICS II

ARCHAEOLOGY   

THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD  

HISTORY OF JAZZ  

APPLIED PRACTICE OF DENTAL HYGIENE

Historically, Seattle Central offers a broader and richer array of transfer courses than any of our neighboring community colleges. While we sympathize with those students and faculty who are affected, let’s remember that these cuts have been invisible to most of the student body. This spring, we are offering 968 sections; we reduced our offerings by about 24 academic sections and 13 non-transfer courses. 

3. Seattle Central continues to offer a full array of world languages courses. Most have empty seats that are available to students now.

For the spring quarter, Seattle Central is offering courses in American Sign Language (which meets transfer requirements as a language), French, Japanese, and Spanish. 

The following is a complete list of all language sections we are offering for the spring quarter and the number of seats available:
	Class
	Seats

available
	
	Class
	Seats

available

	0217 FRCH& 122  
	13
	
	0235 JAPN& 122      
	20

	0221 FRCH& 123
	0
	
	0238 JAPN& 123      


	0

	0224 FRCH& 223


	10
	
	0239 JAPN& 123       NEW
	30

	0226 FRCH&  206  


	10
	
	
	

	
	
	
	0258 SPAN& 122      


	14

	0141 ASL&   122


	16
	
	0259 SPAN& 122      


	9

	0142 ASL& 122 


	16
	
	0261 SPAN& 123
	0

	0160 ASL&  123 

	11
	
	0262 SPAN& 123
	11

	0162 ASL& 123
	6
	
	0263 SPAN& 123          


	15

	0163 ASL& 123
	20
	
	0264 SPAN& 123  


	17

	0164 ASL&  123   


	20
	
	0267 SPAN& 123    NEW




	30

	0170 ASL&  120 


	13
	
	
	

	0187 ASL&  223    


	0
	
	
	

	0189 ASL&  223


	11
	
	
	


4. Seattle Central continues to offer third-quarter courses in French, Japanese, ASL and Spanish. 


Japanese 123 

30 openings


Spanish 123 

73 openings


ASL123 


57 openings


French 123

Full

· There are insufficient students on the official wait list at this time to warrant opening a second section of French 123.

· In the past five years, second-year, third-quarter languages were below goal enrollment (12 students or fewer). In past years, we were able to run these classes, but it is now cost-prohibitive.

· Any language beyond the first two quarters is not required for the A.A. degree and not normally required for transfer. The “gold standard” is one full year of language. We offer two quarters beyond the first year.

In my memo to you on March 10, I discussed the one-time, temporary funds that we have received from the District. Seattle Central received $269,732, which we used to restore four transfer classes: Spanish 123, Japanese 123, Math 142, and Math 153.

Additionally, we are restoring 24 sections of ESL. These courses have high student demand and will help us meet our required target enrollment. We will retain about $90,000 in a reserve account in anticipation of additional budget reductions for this year. We are still adding sections where there is proven high demand. 

In times of economic crisis, community colleges are the answer. We will continue to be the educational source for our community, whether they are pursuing work opportunities, pursuing their transfer goals, improving their limited English skills or earning a GED. It is important that we continue to work together as a community to find effective solutions to the crisis. Sacrifices will and must be made by us all.

