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Welcome back and happy 2009!
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We had our White Christmas and a white New Year’s, and I’m sure we
are all happy that the snow has turned to rain once again. I hope you 
enjoyed your time off and are energized for the new quarter. In this note,
I want to brief you on the latest changes in the 2008-2009 supplemental budget and the 2009-2011 budget. 
Governor Gregoire released her 2009-2011 budget shortly after the end of our academic quarter in December. At first glance, it is not as bad as we feared. The Governor has proposed reductions of 6.5 percent for community colleges and 13 percent for four-year institutions. As you recall, we had been bracing for tsunami reductions of up to 20 percent. In the text of her budget, the Governor made the following statement: “The lower rate of reduction for the community and technical colleges is in recognition of their unique mission in job training and skills development essential to the state’s economic recovery.”   We appreciate Gov. Gregoire’s support for the community and technical college system. 
It is important to note that 6.5 percent is not a final figure. At this time, we still do not know what the final figure will be. The Washington State legislative session began this week, at which point the budget will be fiercely debated and adjusted. Realistically, we will not see a final budget until June. 
In actual numbers, Seattle Central will have to reduce its budget by approximately $1.1 million for the 2008-2009 fiscal year. This represents a reduction of 4.3 percent, up from 4.1 percent as reported in December. For the 2009-2011 biennium, we must reduce our budget by 6.5 percent, or about $1.7 million.
According to the Governor’s budget, the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges (SBCTC) will be permitted to raise tuition by 5 percent in 2009 and 2010. None of us want to raise tuition. Accordingly, the college presidents will be meeting with our legislators to lobby on behalf of our students and our institutions.
In the meantime, we will begin our usual budgeting process, being careful to adhere to our established budget principles. The core mission of the college is instruction. All budget decisions will be evaluated in the light of how it impacts our ability to maintain excellent instructional programs. We have difficult decisions ahead of us as we determine what is best for Seattle Central and the community we serve.

