English 101
Syllabus and Course Outline

The Objective of this course is simply to increase the effectiveness of your written communication.
To accomplish this, I have set up a series of exercises that will guide you through the process I feel essential for one to become a more effective writer. 
The Outline of the course work is roughly as follows. Each week will focus on an aspect of writing. 
First half of the quarter: a series of very small step exercises designed to enhance your skills of  identifying the essential details of the assigned materials.  Initially these will be non-written materials. The  assignments based on these materials will not be graded, but I will comment extensively on them. And I will often give you a 1-4 numerical response to sugget where this assignment might fall relative to 4.0 gpa. Don't treat these assignments as Optional or Unnecessary. 
Second half of the quarter: a series of larger essays based on a mix of non-written and written materials. These will be graded. 
Grading

The sum total of the exercises of the first 6 weeks will be 10% of your final grade.  Do them - you get it; don’t, you won't. The graded assignments will constitute 90% of your grade. Your final grade will be based on a percentage of total points.  If I feel I have enough material in from you to assign you a grade, I will. If I am missing enough assignments that my judgment is uncertain, I will give you an Incomplete. When you have enough made up, I will give you a grade. 

You will be able, and often encouraged, to rewrite any exercise. The essays you may rewrite once if the original is in on time. The rewrite must be in, however, within 3 days of your receiving the original graded submission from me. There will be no rewrite option for the final essay of the quarter. Rewrites will not be accepted all at once at quarter's end. 

Hand in your assignments via e-mail. Do not submit your assignment in the body of the e-mail - it may only be submitted as an attachment 
I recommend that after every assignment, you implement all my recommendations and re-read your effort to see what difference it makes and whether that is really what you were attempting to say. 

If you submit on line the following is a guide to the correction formats you will encounter: 
RED TEXT: delete this from your paper, it is off your point, or redundant, or verbose (more words than you need to say what you want)
BLUE TEXT: this is my running commentary
GREEN TEXT: these are words that you need to add to yours to make correct grammatical sense 
UNDERLINED>AND ARROWED TEXT: the underlined words on the left of the ">" are your words as written in the exercise; the ones on the right are my recommended substitutes for your words.
"What should my answers look like?" you may well ask.
1) I don't care about WHAT you think. Your thoughts and feelings are yours and private and irrefutable. You will never be graded down for what you think.

2) Having said that, let me say again, I don't care what you think. Therefore if that is all your paper tells me - you'll fail. Since your thoughts are private, the only way I can understand them is if you support them using details from the text, or image, or song, or . . . . Everything you say must be backed up with something - a quote, a phrase, a term, color, shape - from the material.

3) Therefore even the shortest, smallest assignment will take time and space. I can think of no assignment that can be done in less than a page, except the haiku poems.

Final  Warnng
Do not take anything I say personally. I have no intention but to help. Also, Beware the Bandersnatch!  There will always be life tempting you, trying to lure you away to something more fun. Develop a routine. Pick an hour or hour and a half period each day that you can devote. There will be the temptation to float because so much is going to be done in class for the first 6 weeks. Just as I don't care what you think, I don't care about your life. I am not the moral police. 

To that end I have the following policies that hopefully will help us both:
1) all assignments are due as indicated, however there are no penalties for late hand-ins - you have your reasons, I don't need to know them except as you feel they will help me understand you;
2) you cannot succeed in this class without attending, but again there are no penalties for missed days - if you know in advance you will be gone and want the assignments, talk to me.
Contact

Send all homework and correspondence to:

cmalody@sccd.ctc.edu
If more personal contact is necessary, call:

206.261.5797
